Eat bat FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 

EX LON = NEWS SHEET - MARCH, 1975. NO.10. 

President: Mr. H. Hooper, Gracefield Drive, Brown Hill. 

Vice President: Mr. R. Thomas, 25 Gillies Street, Alfredton. 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. P. Fry, 19 Stawell Street, Ballarat. Phone 326454 

Hon. Ass. Secretary: Mrs. E, Bedggood, 809 Barkly Street, Mt. Pleasant. 

Hon, Treasurer: Mrs. E. Bedggood, Phone 322548, 

News Sheet Editor: Mr. Roger Thomas. 

Committee: The above four persons, plus Mr. W. Coles, Mr. W. Murphy, Mrs. P. 
Murphy, Mr. I. Lovejoy, Mrs. 0. Lovejoy, Miss B. McNabb. 


TONIGHT: As it is our Annual Meeting, all the positions listed above will be 
declared vacant and nominations called for. Because we do not know how long the 
Annual Meeting will tdce, the syllabus item will be provided by our own members. _ 
NEXT MEETING on 4th April, when speaker will be from the 4ustralian Paper Mamfactur 
EXCURSION: Due to excursion date being in the middle of the long weekend, the : 
committee have decided to cancel the March excursion. It is suggested that iv 
menbers visit Lake Wendouree (Saturday & Monday only) to watch the water ski hfe, 
display, which our Club opposed la st year. We were only partly successful in oer? 
efforts and succeeded in having the major part of the practice period carried out 
in an area less frequented by birdlife. Alternatively, the V.F.N.C.A., as mentiere 
below, are having excursions in the Geelong area over the long weekend and any of:!» 
our members are welcome to join these. Our next official Club outing will be to if 
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Mt. Cole forest on 6th Aprib, | He will be Mr BEN SCOTT, Public Relations Officer : 
V.F.N.C.A: The Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association are visiting the — 
Geelong area this weekend, as guests of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 

On Saturday evenihg the Geelong Club will provide entertainment for visitors, 
after a visit to the Botanic Gardens. On Sunday the group will visit the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve, and on Monday a trip to inspect boneseed at the You Yangs 
has been arranged. © More details, and the timetable, will be available from the 
Secretary tonight. i 


W.V.F.N.C.A.: at Port Gampbell: The next weekend of the Western Victoria Field 
Naturalists Clubs Association will be at Port Campbell on March 22nd/23rd. 

Trips have been organised to Melba Gully rain forest, Ocean Road views, Gellibrand 
River estuary and Moonlight Head (gemstone area). The campsite will be the Port 
-Gampbell National Park camping ground. For more details contact Roger Thomas 

or the Secretary. 


MEDALLION: Our Club has endorsed the nomination of Mr. Jack Wheeler for the award 
of the Australian Natural History Medallion 1974. Mr. Wheeler was a co-founder 
of the Ballarat Field Naturalists Club and was instrumental in building up the 
Geelong F.N.C. As well as this, he is President of the W.V.F.N.C.A. and editor 
of the Courier "Nature Notes". He is, md has been, concerned with Hundreds of 

“natural hi ojects. 
CRANE TANS RiNe-OUT? Z Greswiclk F.N.C, have arranged a weekend at "Norval", at 

s Gap and have invited any of our members to join in with them. This will 
take place from Friday evening, 18th April to Sunday afternoon, 20th April. 
The tariff is $3.00 per person per day and includes 3 meals at 60 cents, supper and 
bed. Full details will be available from the Secretary, who should be notified 
if you intend going, so he can inform the Creswick Club. 
BONESEED: Congratulations to our Secretary, Mr. Fry, for informing Tasmanian 
naturalists and conservationists of the threat of boneseed. Mr. Fry's work 
resulted in quite a lengthy article being published on the front page of the 
"North-East Naturalist” and this is on the correspondence table tonight. It appears 
that the Tasmanian authorities do not yet recognise the seriousness of this pest 
and the effects it can have on the bushland. The W.V.F.N.C.& is conducting a 
survey on boneseed in Western Victoria, with the help of local Field Naturalists 
Clubs and it is hoped that this will yield some valuable information, There are 
pamphlets illustrating the weed on the table tonight = please take one, and some 
for your friends. They have been provided by the W.V.F. N.C. A. jn 
PAX HILL: The committee have agreed that we should compile flora and fauna lists 
for the Pax Hill scout areae Anyone with their own observations on this area is 
asked to give them to the Club, so a comprehensive list can be compiled. It is 
intended to visit the area on our August excursion, and members may wish to go 
with a few of their friends or individually to assist in this project. Possibly 
a few extra excursions may be arranged for those wishing to take part in the survey. 
FEBRUARY EXCURSION was to the "Crossing". Enroute we stopped at Devil's Kitchen, 
where the only evidence of the old mining town is the exotic trees still standing 
Mr. Fry gave us a little of the history of the old Piggoreet town, which, at its 
“peak, had business houses, hotels and neat rows of cottages, as well as vies 
and humpies. The silurian formations, the original provider of gold, made place 
fomus. Twenty different birds seen on the trip included satin flycatcher, sacred 
kingfisher, blue wren, greytthrush, yellow robin, wedge-tailed eagle,brown hawk,-----« 
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